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ONE OF THE BIGGEST goals of
the project was to make better use of the
space by creating something with a
more open concept, and including a
place to sit and eat. That meant the first
step was completely clearing the space,
bringing down the separation between
the kitchen and dining rooms, and
starting with a blank canvas. A lot of
time was spent with the empty room,
laying out drafts with masking tape and
moving them around to ensure the final
design would be perfect, since they
hoped to keep it for a long time. In the
end, they completely flipped the space,
moving the kitchen into the dining room
and changing the former kitchen into a
matching workspace.
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Lisa and Darren Leblanc were hoping to replace their kitchen with
something a little more modern. The project wasn’t simple - in
fact, it ended up completely transforming the space. Working
with Lorie Martin Pessot of kitchENvision, they devised a brand
new custom kitchen with an entirely new look and feel and
indeed a new layout too. It took a lot of research and a lot of
work, but the result is this elegant and spacious kitchen that

bears little resemblance to the room as it stood before.

\




The old blue countertop
was replaced with a more
modern polished granite. For
an extra note of luxury, the
island sink was outfitted with
touch-activated stainless
steel faucets that spring to
life with a brush of the finger-
tips. The fixture is just one
part of a motif of stainless
steel that is carried through
the kitchen by the appliances
and, more subtly but with
great effect, the cabinet
handles.

Both Lisa and Darren have large families, and their house happens to sit at
the most central location for many of their relatives, so their house frequently
plays host to big gatherings. As practiced entertainers know, most parties end up
in the kitchen, so eating space was a high priority in this renovation, and an
extra-large island with a wide overhang to accommodate seating was the answer.
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What used to be the kitchen is
now this cozy corner of the open
concept room, where additional cabine-
try provides display cases, lots of extra
storage space and a compact built-in
computer desk with natural lighting. E
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